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MERCY CHURCH A SEASON OF HOPE



Advent is one of my favorite times of year to gather with friends and family to remember
the birth of our Savior, the first Advent. Advent simply means arrival. Ever since the day sin
came into the world, God’s people have been waiting for the arrival of The Messiah, the one
who would be sent by God to rescue his people from their sin. Advent is the time of year
when we celebrate the reality that God has sent his Messiah, Jesus Christ, into the world in

order to redeem the world. John writes in his gospel:

For God loved the world in this way: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in
him will not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn

the world, but to save the world through him.

Advent is a time for us to look back with celebration and thanksgiving for the coming of our
Savior. It should also give us great hope as we wait for the second Advent, the day of Christ’s
return. All throughout the new testament, its authors refer to the second coming of Christ.
James writes, “.. Therefore, brothers and sisters, be patient until the Lord’s coming. See how the farmer
waits for the precious fruit of the earth and is patient with it until it receives the early and the late

rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, because the Lord’s coming is near.”

This Christmas, we pray that this four week Advent guide will help you rejoice in the
coming of our Savior and rejoice in the certain hope of his return. In this devotional you will
find a song to sing with your family, a weekly devotional that will prepare you for what you
will read each week, as well as a prayer prayed by Christians for centuries leading up to the

birth of our Savior.
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O COME, O GOME EMMANUEL

The Lord himself will give you a sign: See, the virgin will conceive, have a son, and name him Immanuel. Isaiah 7:14; Matthew. 1:21-23

Py ‘ | LN | | [
# I ——— = 4 I i ——— I
’:‘j;'—‘—d I I ] I —
< I I g —
b4 | ¢ 4 s 2.
1.0 come, O come, Em - man - u - el And ran-som cap - tive Is - ra - el
2.0 come, Thou Day- Spring come and cheer our spi - rits by thine ad - vent here
3.0 come, des - ire of na-ti-ons bind__ in one the hearts of all___ man kind
N
. ﬁt P 1Y

& D
()

: g e
' el %I, e [P ool
— 1 | | N |

rHs | ‘ | | N ‘
y ——— E—— - . — —— — n
o —— ——— i s i LA :
T . R
a S G | |
That mourns in lone-ly ex - ile  here Un -l the Son of God ap - pears.
Dis - perse the gloom-y clo - uds of  night And death’s dark sha - dows put to flight.
Bid thou our sad di - vis - ions cease_ And be  thy-self our  king of peace.
N
e < U,
e | i
- — o i i i
| —H N

“.
L
L

- joice! Re- joice! Em - man - u - Shall come to thee, O Is - ra - el
N
2z e - é Pl - . . o / N
# | |
: — S
_ |

WORDS: Latin chant, 12th cent.; tr. by John M. Neale, pub.1851; v. 2, 6 tr. attr. to Henry S. Coffin; alt.
MUSIC: “Veni Emmanuel”; French melody; arr. by Thomas Helmore, pub.1856. Public Domain.
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h Come, oh Come Emmanuel and Ransom captive
Israel. This song leads us to sing and rejoice in the
sure hope of salvation for those who are in Christ!
As you step into this Advent season, ask God to meet with
you and your family as you go on a journey through the Bible,
remembering God's plan of salvation that he put in place from

before the foundations of the world.

Often, when we think about Christmas we think only about the
manger, we pull this amazing story out of the bigger story of
redemption that it’s a part of. The reality is that God’s story of
Salvation began with creation. This week, as you read through the
assigned readings, you will be taken on a journey of marveling

at both the glorious power of God, and the darkness and depth
of the sinfulness of man. In Genesis we see God’s goodness in
creation, his kindness to place man in the middle of it. Adam

and Eve, uniquely made in God’s image, had their every need

provided for in the garden.

However, just a few chapters later, we see the devastating
consequences of sin that resulted in an uncrossable divide
between all of humanity and our creator. It is because of
this divide that we cry out along with the writer of this
week’s Christmas song “O Come O Come Emmanuel, and

Ransom captive Israel!”

You will also read passages that tell of God’s coming Messiah.
These passages should give us great hope and comfort because
our God is always faithful to his promises. And we know from
scripture that no prophecy of scripture ever came by the will of
man, they spoke as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit

(2 PeTER 1:19-21). The prophecies you will read this week

are not ideas conjured up in the mind of man, but revelations
from our loving God. After each daily reading, ask yourself the
following questions, if you are doing this with others, discuss the

following together:



READ

DAY

O1 Gen 2:4-24

02 Gen 3; 315

03 2 Pet1:19-21; Isa 7:14
04 Isa1:1-33; 4a; 6-9
05 Isa9:1-7
REFLECT

(0]

PRAY

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on
the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus
Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall
come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we
may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

How does this passage shape my view of God?

02 How does this passage shape my understanding of humanity, sin, and the world?

03 How does this passage give me hope?

FAMILY WORSHIP

READ
Luke 1:26-38; 46-56

Read about Gabriel's visit to Mary and the
announcement he brought.

DISCUSS

How did Mary respond to the news that

Gabiriel told her?

How did she feel?

Which verse stands out to you the most?

Why?

Read v. 54-55 again.

Say: Mary's words help show us that God is true to His
word. What does Mary's song remind us about God?
God always keeps His promises.

PRAY

Dear God, Thank you for being our God who keeps His
promises. Thank you for fulfilling the promise of a Savior
and for sending Jesus to Earth. Amen.

SING

Sing the song for the week together as a family.
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Today in the city of David a Savior was born for you, who is the Messiah, the Lord. Luke 2:11
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WORDS: Placide Cappeau, 1847; tr. by John S. Dwight.

MUSIC: “Cantique de Noel”; Adolph Adam. Public Domain.

A thrill of hope, the wea- ry soul re- joic- es, For yon-der breaks a  new and glo-rious morn.

Sweet hymnsof joy in grate-ful cho-rus raise we, Let all with - in us praise His ho - ly Name!
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uring this second week of advent we are going to see

1

AN

one man fulfilling just 8 of the prophecies of Christ found in

four prophecies fulfilled through the birth of Christ.
A study was done to determine the probability of

the Old Testament. Through their conservative estimation,
these mathematicians concluded that the probability of one
man fulfilling just 8 was 1 in 10 to the 17th power, that’s 1

in 100,000,000,000,000,000! To give you a visual, it would

be like covering the state of Texas two feet deep with silver
dollars, marking one of them with an “X” then placing a person
blindfolded in the middle of the state. This person could travel
anywhere in the state they wanted but could only pick up one
coin. The likelihood of them picking up the coin with an “X”
onitis 1in 10 to the 17th power.

These don’t sound like good odds, however, the good news is
that our salvation is not left to chance. The moment sin came
into the world God began revealing his plan of redemption to
humanity. This week you will be in Matthew Chapter 2. In this
chapter we see Jesus fulfill 4 of hundreds of different prophecies
spoken of him in the Old Testament. Verse 5, 15, 17, & 23 cach
highlight different prophecies found in the Old Testament that
speak of Christ’s coming, Respectively, Mican 5:2 tells us that
Jesus would come from Bethlehem. Hosea 11:1 tells us that he

would be called out of Egypt. Jeremiah alludes to the wicked

actions of King Herod Matthew writes about in verse 16, and
Isaiah 53 captures the rejection Jesus faced because of where
he was from. He was called a Nazarite, and Nazareth was the
last place anyone would have guessed the Messiah of the world

would be born.

This week as you reflect on Oh Holy Night, think about the
following lyrics:

Long lay the world in sin and error pining
Till he appear'd and the soul felt its worth.
A thrill of hope the weary soul rejoices

For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn!

While the world waited for the Messiah to come, God was
unfolding his plan, and when His plan arrived, “the soul felt its
worth”. There was a thrill of hope at his arrival, and the arrival
of Christ brought forth a new and glorious morn. This is the
glorious hope of the gospel, Christ has come, and with him

comes that dawning of a new and glorious day.

As you read the assigned passages for this week, consider what it

must have been like for the prophets to speak of the Messiah they
would not meet this side of heaven. Then give thanks to God that
we can look back on the finished work of Christ who gives us

new and eternal life.
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READ

DAY

Ol Matt. 1:16-25
02 Matt. 2:1-6
03 Matt. 2:7-12
04 Matt. 2:13-18
05 Matt. 2:19-23

PRAY

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and as we
are sorely hindered by our sins from running the race that is set before us, let
your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory,
now and forever. Amen.

REFLECT

01 How does this passage shape my view of God?

02 How does this passage shape my understanding of humanity, sin, and the world?

03 How does this passage give me hope?

FAMILY WORSHIP

READ
Luke 1: 5-16; 57-80

Read about Gabriel's visit to Zechariah.

DISCUSS

What name did Zechariah and Elizabeth give
their son?

Read v. 76-79 again.

Say: These verses tell us that John is going to
prepare the way for another person to come.

Who is he preparing the way for? Jesus

Why did Jesus need to come?
(Look closely at v. 77)

PRAY

John was born so that he could grow up and tell others
about Jesus. Take a moment and talk as a family about
who you can share the good news of Jesus with?

Dear God, thank you for your kindness and compassion.
Help us share the good news of Jesus to our friends and
neighbors this week. Amen.

SING

Sing the song for the week together as a family.
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But the angel said to them, “Don’t be afraid, for look, I proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.” Luke 2:10
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WORDS: Isaac Watts, pub.1719.
MUSIC: “Antioch”; George F. Handel; arr. by Lowell Mason, pub.1836. Public Domain.
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JOY TO THE @O%LD

oy to the World the Lord has come! What a beautiful song
that reminds us both of the victory of Christ through
his life, death, and resurrection, as well as the day when
Christ will return a second time to wipe sin from the face of
the earth once and for all. In this week’s scripture readings
you will observe the birth of Christ from the gospel of Luke.
As you ponder the miraculous nature of the birth of Christ, I
pray that you would be reminded that our God is not bound by
human limitations. How amazing is that?! There are two birth
announcements in Luke chapter 1.The first is the announcement

of John, and the second is the announcement of Jesus.

In the beginning of Luke’s gospel, we meet Zechariah and
Elizabeth. Luke tells us that they were righteous in God’s sight.
He also tells us that they were unable to have children and that
they were both “well along” in years. I don’t know what age “well
along” is equal to, but it must mean that both Zechariah and
Elizabeth were beyond childbearing years. This human limitation
wasn't a limitation to God. In accordance with God’s plan, the
Spirit of God opened Elizabeth’s womb and she and Zechariah
had a son named John who would be the forerunner of Christ.
John’s life and ministry would pave the way for Jesus. He would

as the scriptures say,

“...go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of
ﬂlthers to their children, and the disobedient to the understanding of the
righteous,to make ready for the Lord a prepared people.”

-LUKE 1:17 (CSB)

The second announcement in our reading this week is the
announcement of Jesus! As you read the announcement of the
coming of the birth of Christ, we are again reminded that God
does not share our human limitations. Mary was young and
unmarried, and yet God chose to bring Jesus into the world
through her. As you read through these first two chapters of Luke
this week, take some time to ponder the limitless power of God

to accomplish his will in the world and in your life.

Are there areas in your life that you are struggling to trust God
with? Share those with him in prayer or write them down in a
journal, and may the peace of God which surpasses all human
understanding guard your heart and mind in Christ Jesus

(PHILIPPIANS 4:6,7).
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READ PRAY

DAY, O Lord Jesus Christ, you sent your messenger the prophets to preach

O1 Luke 1:5-25
02 Luke 1:26-38
03 Luke 1:39-45
04 Luke 1:46-56
O5 Luke 2:1-7

repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Grant that the ministers
and stewards of your mysteries may likewise make ready your way, by turning
the hearts of the disobedient toward the wisdom of the just, that at your
second coming to judge the world, we may be found a people acceptable in
your sight; for with the Father and the Holy Spirit you live and reign, one God,
now and forever. Amen.
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REFLECT

01 How does this passage shape my view of God?

02 How does this passage shape my understanding of humanity, sin, and the world?

03 How does this passage give me hope?

FAMILY WORSHIP

READ
Luke 2:1-7

DARSYGRUASESS
Where did Mary and Joseph travel to? (v. 4)

What happened while Mary and Joseph were in
Bethlehem?

Read v. 7 again.

How would you tell someone about the story
of Jesus' birth?

PRAY

In our story, God took care of Mary and Joseph. He

provided a place to stay (even when it seemed like there
was no room). Pray and thank God for the way He takes

care of your family.

SING

Sing the song for the week together as a family.
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HARK! THE HERALD A

ELS SING

Suddenly there was a multitude of the heavenly host with the angel, praising God and saying:
"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on earth to people he favors!” Luke 2:13-14
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WORDS: Charles Wesley, pub.1739; alt. by George Whitefield, pub.1758; alt. by Martin Madan, pub.1767; alt.

MUSIC: “Mendelssohn”; Felix Mendelssoh

pub.1840; arr. by William H. Cummings, pub.1857. Public Domain.
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HARK! THE HERALD

A

n our fourth week of Advent readings we will watch in awe

at the Angel’s announcement of the Messiah’s birth to the

shepherds, we will also see a faithful prophet named Simeon
lay eyes on and hold in his arms the Savior of the world, and
our last reading of the week will turn our eyes towards Jesus’s
second coming, Just as God’s people waited expectantly for the
Advent of our Messiah, we are waiting again with a sure hope
that Jesus will return for his church just as he promised. As you
incorporate these scripture readings into your devotional time
this week, I pray that you would be in awe of the glorious news

of the gospel. As our song for this week proclaims, Jesus was

Born that man no more may die, Born to raise the sons of earth,

Born to give them second birth

ELS SING

Because of the life, death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus we
can have forgiveness of sin! We can experience new and abundant
life 3o HN 10:108). This new life restores us in two ways. First,
it restores us back into relationship with God our heavenly
Father. Jesus’s life and death paid the penalty for our sin, his
resurrection secures our victory and eternal life. Secondly, it
allows us to be restored to one another. It is the grace of God
freely given towards us that compels us to extend it towards one
another. As we sing the lyrics “God and sinners reconciled” let us

be intentional to remind ourselves of the immeasurable height,
width, and depth of God’s love for us that he would make this
salvation available to us. Let us, as the song reminds us “Join the
triumph of the skies”and “with angelic host proclaim, Christ is born in

Bethlehem. . .Glory to the new-born king.”
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READ PRAY ]
DAY, Blessed Lord, who caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning:
01 Luke 2:8-20 Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that

by patience and the comfort of your holy Word we may embrace and ever
hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our
Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
04 Luke 2:36-40 forever and ever. Amen.

05 Matt 24:29-44

02 Luke 2:21-24
03 Luke 2:25-35

REFLECT
01 How does this passage shape my view of God?
02 How does this passage shape my understanding of humanity, sin, and the world?

03 How does this passage give me hope?

FAMILY WORSHIP

READ PRAY
Luke 2: 8-20 Take a moment to talk about the word Hope. What does
it mean?
DARSYGRUASESS ) : : . .
Say: Hope is not like a wish. A wish is something we
What was the angel's message to the shepherds? make when we know something is impossible or may
(v.10-12) In the time that Jesus’ was born, shepherds not happen. Having hope means waiting patiently for
were not important people, but God chose to tell something we know WILL HAPPEN. We can have hope
them first about the good news of Jesus’ birth. because we wait on God and God always keeps His

promises...just like He kept His promise to send a Savior!
What does this tell us about our God?

Jesus is for everyone Pray and thank God for the hope that we can have today
because of Jesus.

What did the shepherds do after seeing Jesus lying

in a manger? (v. 17-18) The shepherds spread hope SING

and told everyone that they had seen the Messiah! Sing the song for the week together as a family.
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COME THOU@I\_LG EXPECTED JESUS

"The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of bis Christ, and he will reign forever and ever.” Revelation 11:15
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MUSIC: “Hyfrydol”; Rowland H. Prichard, 1830. Public Domain.
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COME THOURLONG

EXPECTED JESU

WE PREPARE OUR HEARTS IN ANTICIPATION FOR CHRIST'S RETURN

love the lyrics in the song above. In the Season of Advent,

we have been preparing our hearts for the coming King,

What is something that you can remember waiting for with
anticipation? Maybe itwasa particular present, or event, or
maybe you were waiting to be reunited with someone you love.

Advent is a time for us to both remember and to wait.

We remember the salvation that God has provided us through

the coming of his son Jesus, and we now wait for his return.

Waiting is often hard for us. We live in a culture that is instant
everything, We can autoship items that we regularly use, we can
order coffee through apps to avoid waiting in lines, and we have
GPS on our phone that is continually working to find us the

quickest route to our destination. In each of these examples,

there is a wait, but there is also a certain expectation that our

wait will end and that we will be satisfied with the results.

What’s the last thing you remember waiting for? How did it

make you feel?

In the second verse of the song you just sang, the author, Charles
Wesley, captures the certain hope we have in waiting for the

second coming of Christ. Read them together again.

Born Thy people to deliver,

Born a child and yet a King, Born to reign in us : forever,

Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. By Thine own eternal Spirit
Rule in all our hearts alone;

By Thine all sufficient merit, Raise us to Thy glorious throne.



READ

Luke 1:26-33

Jesus was born Son of the Most High, and his kingdom is to have no end.
James 5:7-8;1John 2:28

The Scriptures testify to the reality of the first Advent of Christ, and they point us to trust expectantly that He will
return to reign as King forever. In Matthew chapter 24, Jesus is preparing his disciples for his return. He tells them
that only the Father knows the time, but they can be certain that it will happen and to be ready.

Matthew 24:36-39

REFLECT

O1 How does this passage shape my view of God?
02 How does this passage shape my understanding of humanity, sin, and the world?

03 How does this passage give me hope?

PRAY & WORSHIP

Spend some time in prayer. Thank God for the gracious gift of his son Jesus, and pray that you would wait confidently
for his return.

COME THOU LONG EXPECTED JESUS

As a part of our worship this week, let's explore an alternate version of this song on YouTube by Marcy Priest. Simply
search “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus, Skit Guys” and you should find it. It is a beautiful artistic display of the story
of redemption from creation to the birth of our Savior. If you have children, it's fun to see how many stories they can
identify that are depicted throughout the song. Whether young or old, this is a worshipful video that reminds us of
God's plan of redemption that has been in place since before the foundation of our world.
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CHRISTMAS

MISSIONS FERING

FOR THE MONTH OF DECEMBER

WHAT IS THE CHRISTMAS MISSIONS OFFERING?

The Christmas Missions Offering (CMO) is an annual offering that goes toward meeting the needs of our

city, country, and world. The funds collected for this offering will be given to partners who are devoted to the

advancement of the gospel in Charlotte to the ends of the earth. Whether it's a faithful partner in Charlotte, or

a missionary team seeking to reach those with no access to the gospel, we are praying that these funds will help

them meet the physical and spiritual needs in our world.

THANKS TO LAST YEAR'S GENEROSITY

Due to the generosity of Mercy’s members, we were able to be incredibly generous to local, national,

and international partners. The following are some of the ministries we supported in the last year with

CMO offerings.
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In 2023, we plan on partnering with local organizations & churches, church planters, and missionaries who are demonstrating and

proclaiming the gospel in our city & to the ends of the earth.

CHURCH PLANTING &
REVITALIZATION

We plan to support church planting & revitalization efforts
in the greater Charlotte area. With 90% of churches on
the decline, we hope to help those seeking to plant and

revitalize gospel ministry all over Charlotte.

NAIROBI, KENYA

We plan on supporting Allan and M’lynn Waruhiu to
continue pla.nting Mercy Nairobi & Mercy House. These funds
will help plant this church in the heart of Nairobi and help set

up a transition home for homeless women and children.

LOCAL NEEDS

We want to support organizations that provide feeding programs
to children, dignity to the homeless, support for foster care &
families secking to adopt, and pregnancy resource centers that

show dignity and gospel love to people who need it.

UNREACHED PEOPLE

We want to prioritize sending missionaries to unreached people
groups in difficult places. Financially supporting movements of
the gospel among the unreached will help us take the gospel to
the ends of the earth.
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Scripture quotations marked CSB have been taken from the Christian Standard Bible®,
Copyright © 2017 by Holman Bible Publishers. Used by permission. Christian Standard
Bible® and CSB® are federally registered trademarks of Holman Bible Publishers.






