
Series:	Death	and	Resurrection	
Sermon:	What	will	you	do	with	Jesus?	
Text:	Luke	22:66	-	23:25	
	
Intro	–		

• Quick	recap	of	series.	We’re	coming	off	of	Judas’	denial	
of	Christ.	

• This	reminded	me	of	“We	Germans”	by	Alexander	
Starritt.		
-	Recounting	his	grandson’s	questions	of	how	he	could	
had	done	what	he	did.	
-	They	knew	it	was	wrong.	But,	they	hardened	their	
hearts.		
-	This	is	the	nature	of	the	human	heart.	We	harden	our	
hearts	to	truth	&	to	the	things	of	God.		

	
Today,	I	hope	to	show	you	that	as	we	read	this	account,	we	
are	like	the	people	in	this	story	that	reject	Jesus.	We	harden	
our	hearts	toward	the	truth	of	who	Jesus	is.	So,	while	we	read	
this	story	of	Jesus’	trial,	my	hope	is	that	you	don’t	just	hear	
this	as	a	story	if	historical	fact,	but	rather	you	would	see	that	
like	the	people	who	tried	Jesus,	you’re	on	trial	today.	Today,	
you	will	have	to	answer	the	question,	“What	will	I	do	with	
Jesus?”	
	
As	we	walk	through	the	passage	today,	I’m	going	to	show	you	
two	things:	1)	Ways	people	can	reject	Jesus	2)	The	loving	plan	
of	God.		For	the	nature	of	the	human	heart,	we’re	going	to	
look	at	three	different	ways	the	people	in	this	story	rejected	
Jesus	and	how	we	can	do	the	same.	Second,	I’m	going	to	show	
you	the	loving	plan	of	God	in	all	of	this	and	how	Jesus’	trail	
and	eventual	death	wasn’t	God	losing	control.	It	was	his	plan.		

	
Ways	people	can	reject	Jesus:	
1.	People	reject	Jesus	through	religion	(22:66-71)	
	

66 When day came,  t he assembl y of  t he el der s  of  t he 

peopl e gat her ed t oget her ,  bot h chi ef  pr i est s  and 
scr i bes .  And t hey l ed hi m away t o t hei r  counci l ,  and 
t hey sai d,  67 “I f  you ar e t he Chr i s t ,  t el l  us . ” But  he 

sai d t o t hem,  “I f  I  t el l  you,  you wi l l  not  
bel i eve,  68 and i f  I  ask you,  you wi l l  not  answer .  69 But  

f r om now on t he Son of  Man shal l  be seat ed at  t he r i ght  
hand of  t he power  of  God. ” 70 So t hey al l  sai d,  “Ar e 

you t he Son of  God,  t hen?” And he sai d t o t hem,  “You say 
t hat  I  am. ”71 Then t hey sai d,  “What  f ur t her  t est i mony do 

we need? We have hear d i t  our sel ves  f r om hi s  own l i ps . ” 
	
	
How	to	know	if	you’re	rejecting	Jesus	through	religion:	

o You	care	more	about	appearances	than	
holiness.		

o You	concentrate	more	on	the	sin	of	others	than	
your	own	
-	legalists	always	have	the	most	hidden	sin.	

o You	think	your	knowledge	of	God	will	save	you.	
o You	are	familiar	with	God	but	not	surrendered	

to	him.		
	

2. People	reject	Jesus	through	pride	&	fear	(23:1-5)	
	



23 Then t he whol e company of  t hem ar ose and br ought  hi m 

bef or e Pi l at e.  2 And t hey began t o accuse hi m,  sayi ng,  

“We f ound t hi s  man mi s l eadi ng our  nat i on and f or bi ddi ng 
us  t o gi ve t r i but e t o Caesar ,  and sayi ng t hat  he 
hi msel f  i s  Chr i s t ,  a ki ng. ” 3 And Pi l at e asked hi m,  “Ar e 

you t he Ki ng of  t he J ews?” And he answer ed hi m,  “You 
have sai d so. ”4 Then Pi l at e sai d t o t he chi ef  pr i est s  

and t he cr owds ,  “I  f i nd no gui l t  i n t hi s  man. ” 5 But  t hey 

wer e ur gent ,  sayi ng,  “He s t i r s  up t he peopl e,  t eachi ng 
t hr oughout  al l  J udea,  f r om Gal i l ee even t o t hi s  pl ace. ” 
	

	
How	to	know	if	you’re	rejecting	Jesus	through	pride	
&	fear:	
o You	care	more	about	the	approval	of	man	than	

the	approval	of	God.	
o You	fear	what	your	association	with	Jesus	or	

the	church	will	mean	for	your	reputation.		
o You	think	you	will	lose	more	than	you	gain.			

	
3. People	reject	Jesus	through	hardened	hearts	(23:6-

16)	
	
6 When Pi l at e hear d t hi s ,  he asked whet her  t he man was  a 

Gal i l ean. 7 And when he l ear ned t hat  he bel onged 

t o Her od' s  j ur i sdi ct i on,  he sent  hi m over  t o Her od,  who 
was  hi msel f  i n J er usal em at  t hat  t i me. 8 When Her od saw 

J esus ,  he was  ver y gl ad,  f or  he had l ong des i r ed t o see 

hi m,  because he had hear d about  hi m,  and he was  
hopi ng t o see some s i gn done by hi m.  9 So he quest i oned 

hi m at  some l engt h,  but  he made no answer .  10 The chi ef  

pr i est s  and t he scr i bes  s t ood by,  vehement l y accus i ng 
hi m.  11 And Her od wi t h hi s  sol di er s  t r eat ed hi m wi t h 

cont empt  and mocked hi m.  Then,  ar r ayi ng hi m i n 
spl endi d cl ot hi ng,  he sent  hi m back t o 
Pi l at e.  12 And Her od and Pi l at e became f r i ends  wi t h each 

ot her  t hat  ver y day,  f or  bef or e t hi s  t hey had been at  
enmi t y wi t h each ot her .  

13 Pi l at e t hen cal l ed t oget her  t he chi ef  pr i est s  and t he 

r ul er s  and t he peopl e,  14 and sai d t o t hem,  “You br ought  

me t hi s  man as  one who was  mi s l eadi ng t he peopl e.  
And af t er  exami ni ng hi m bef or e you,  behol d,  I  di d not  
f i nd t hi s  man gui l t y of  any of  your  char ges  agai nst  
hi m.  15 Nei t her  di d Her od,  f or  he sent  hi m back t o us .  

Look,  not hi ng deser vi ng deat h has  been done by hi m.  16 I  

wi l l  t her ef or e puni sh and r el ease hi m. ” 
 

How to know if you’re rejecting Jesus because of a hardened 
heart: 

o You’re	antagonistic	to	God	and	or	his	people.	
o You	play	games	with	God.	
o You	question	God	to	win	arguments,	not	to	

understand.		



	
The	loving	plan	of	God:	
1. The	exchange	(23:18-25)	

- Jesus	was	punished,	but	the	sinner	went	
free.	Barabbas	has	the	same	question	to	
answer	that	we	do:	What	do	I	do	with	
Jesus?	

	
18 But  t hey al l  cr i ed out  t oget her ,  “Away wi t h t hi s  man,  

and r el ease t o us  Bar abbas ”— 19 a man who had been 

t hr own i nt o pr i son f or  an i nsur r ect i on s t ar t ed i n t he 
ci t y and f or  murder .  20 Pi l at e addr essed t hem once mor e,  

des i r i ng t o r el ease J esus ,  21 but  t hey kept  shout i ng,  

“Cr uci f y,  cr uci f y hi m! ” 22 A t hi r d t i me he sai d t o t hem,  

“Why? What  evi l  has  he done? I  have f ound i n hi m no gui l t  
deser vi ng deat h.  I  wi l l  t her ef or e puni sh and r el ease 
hi m. ” 23 But  t hey wer e ur gent ,  demandi ng wi t h l oud cr i es  

t hat  he shoul d be cr uci f i ed.  And t hei r  voi ces  
pr evai l ed.  24 So Pi l at e deci ded t hat  t hei r  demand 

shoul d be gr ant ed.  25 He r el eased t he man who had been 

t hr own i nt o pr i son f or  i nsur r ect i on and murder ,  f or  
whom t hey asked,  but  he del i ver ed J esus  over  t o t hei r  
wi l l .  
	

	
Transition	into	communion		
	


