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INTRO 
This morning I want to turn to Psalm 139, and I want to 
celebrate the awesome hope that comes pouring out of this 
passage of scripture. And I am praying God would bring 
breakthrough in our hearts and in our community as a result. 
I’m going to say some weighty things today. BUT sometimes 
weighty things - things that are important - can come out as 
burdens you have to carry away with you. And I definitely don’t 
want that. I want today to be a day of laying burdens down. Our 
psalm is going to call us to worship. Which is really what we’ve 
been trying to do all January right? To move from knowing 
about God to knowing him. And when you know God…you find 
a freedom and a filling of the soul when you worship him. So, I 
hope today leads to breakthroughs of worship for us. But 
breakthroughs require things breaking. So, I’ve been praying 
for two weeks now that the lies of the enemy would be what 
breaks. That the strongholds of guilt and shame the devil uses 
to keep us from the Lord would break. That the light of Christ 
would break through the darkness some of us have been 
walking in. And that the Holy Spirit’s work in our hearts would 
lead us to repentance and renewed faith. 
 
 

READ ALL OF PSALM 139  
Lord, you have searched me and known me. 
2 You know when I sit down and when I stand up; 
you understand my thoughts from far away. 
3 You observe my travels and my rest; 
you are aware of all my ways. 
4 Before a word is on my tongue, 
you know all about it, Lord. 
5 You have encircled me; 
you have placed your hand on me. 
6 This wondrous knowledge is beyond me. 
It is lofty; I am unable to reach it. 
7 Where can I go to escape your Spirit? 
Where can I flee from your presence? 
8 If I go up to heaven, you are there; 
if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there. 
9 If I fly on the wings of the dawn 
and settle down on the western horizon,  
10 even there your hand will lead me; 
your right hand will hold on to me. 
11 If I say, “Surely the darkness will hide me, 
and the light around me will be night” — 
12 even the darkness is not dark to you. 
The night shines like the day; 
darkness and light are alike to you.  
 
13 For it was you who created my inward parts;  
you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
14 I will praise you 
because I have been remarkably and wondrously made.  
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Your works are wondrous, 
and I know this very well. 
15 My bones were not hidden from you 
when I was made in secret, 
when I was formed in the depths of the earth. 
16 Your eyes saw me when I was formless; 
all my days were written in your book and planned 
before a single one of them began.  
 
17 God, how precious your thoughts are to me; 
how vast their sum is! 
18 If I counted them, 
they would outnumber the grains of sand; 
when I wake up, I am still with you.  
 
19 God, if only you would kill the wicked — 
you bloodthirsty men, stay away from me — 
20 who invoke you deceitfully. 
Your enemies swear by you falsely. 
21 Lord, don’t I hate those who hate you, 
and detest those who rebel against you? 
22 I hate them with extreme hatred; 
I consider them my enemies. 
23 Search me, God, and know my heart; 
test me and know my concerns. 
24 See if there is any offensive way in me; 
lead me in the everlasting way. -- Psalms 139 
 

I am asking God to do three things today. One - Show you a 
biblical truth that will expose a false worldview, one that I 
believe is harmful to people… that has taken hold in the world 
around us. The Truth I want to share with you from Psalm 139 - 
It’s about the value of human life, specifically the value of the 
unborn. And it can get weighty because the bible says 
something that is now offensive to the prevailing worldview of 
the day.  
But I also want to TWO - offer to you the loving hand of God 
the father towards you. that’s two different things. And I need 
God’s grace in abundance. Because in lifting up truth from this 
scripture I believe a false & evil worldview is going to be 
exposed and I can’t hold back on that. BUT I’m going to try and 
separate those ideas from people who may hold them. 
Because I believe we all are beloved of God. Created in his 
image and won over by hearing about his love. That’s his call. 
In short if ideas are separate from people, then we as people - 
our minds can be changed. Our hearts can be won over. 
Because we are NOT enslaved to a way of thinking. That’s why 
a core ministry value here is - We expect God to CHANGE a life 
today. I just believe that. I’ve seen it in our church. I’ve seen him 
bring conviction & also comfort. Some of you will specifically 
need the comfort of God the father today and it is HERE for you 
in abundance. So, God’s love is the big headline for us today. 
I’ll never forget when a Muslim man met a guy at our church. 
They worked together, and then over several conversations the 
Lord saved him and he got baptized right outside. And like you 
always do - when he came up, you cheered. That’s how we 
fight the devil. Through our celebration of God & his loving 
power at work among us. And that’s the 3rd thing I’m asking 
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God for. THREE - It’s to lead us in the everlasting way. The 
psalm doesn’t end just in thinking. But in a new direction for our 
steps. A changed heart that leads to a changed life. And man, 
I’m praying James 1.22 - we would not be hearers only but 
doers of this word.  
 
First let’s get straight to the biblical truth. Let’s let scripture 
guide us. I’m going to present this truth as a progression. So, 
one will lead to the next and we will arrive at the therefore 
truth. 
 
 

1. GOD specifically crafts, knows, and has a purpose for 
every person (vv 1-16).   
There is no way you can read this passage, and the rest 
of scripture, and come away with any lesser view of 
humanity. In fact, I'm about to show you God bestows 
MORE value on humans but let’s start here. This is a 
theological statement that has very boots on the ground 
tangible effect on us. God has crafted you and me. You 
are not an accident.  

a. EX: My dad used to joke that my youngest 
brother, who is 10 years younger than me, was 
their oops baby. And while they were half 
kidding and don’t worry young Scott was well 
loved by the family and remains so today…Scott 
was CERTAINLY no accident to the Lord. The 
Lord knew, formed and crafted him & gave him a 
purpose. Planned his days out.   

b. And this is true for every human. Nobody is an 
accident. Every single person is crafted by the 
creator. We are so used to mass production in 
our society that we can miss the power of hand-
crafted. God didn’t simply create a mold and 
press a button and you are just human # 
8675309. No, he HAND CRAFTED YOU. Placed 
you where you are in location & in this time to 
specifically and uniquely bring him glory. And he 
KNOWS you. He knew you at the moment of 
conception. Because…listen - you were you at 
the moment of conception. Coming back to that. 
But here he’s saying he loves you. He sees you. 
Always. You can’t hide from him. You can’t run 
from him. Your life cannot get so bad that God 
cannot see you anymore. God’s grace is STILL 
available to you. God’s presence is still available 
to you.   
 
 

2. God crafts every person in his image 
What you see here in Psalm 139 is a poetic celebration 
of a very core truth articulated by God himself in 
Genesis 1.  
 
26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, 
according to our likeness. They will rule the fish of the 
sea, the birds of the sky, the livestock, the whole earth, 
and the creatures that crawl on the earth.” 27 So God 
created man in his own image; he created him in the 
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image of God; he created them male and female.  -- 
Genesis 1:26-27 
 
Let US, the triune God, make MAN, in OUR image. This 
is a core absolutely core doctrine that shapes so much 
of the Christian faith. Genesis 1 is going to tell us God 
created everything. Everything. Regardless of how you 
interpret Genesis 1, regardless of whether you believe 
he created it in 6 literal days or over 6 figurative days. 
Doesn’t matter because still it’s got an intentional 
creator. With an intentional purpose and it says God 
created everything. But did something a little different 
with humans - made us in his image. Nothing else got 
that. And he gave us a purpose to rule over the earth 
and subdue it. To be LIKE him on the earth. To be his 
representatives. No other creature gets that. 
 
Molly - Our Covid Dog. Great dog. Girliest dog on earth. 
Smart. Not a genius but smart. But she’s got limited 
thoughts. Protect the house, Eat the Food, Play. That’s 
it. Some of you are like - That sounds AMAZING. But 
she’s not thinking about the future or her purpose or 
having ethical dilemmas. Protect, Eat, Play.  
 
But in crafting humans he did something different. He 
bestowed his image on us. And because we have his 
image, we are worthy of dignity, honor, and respect. 
EVERY person. EVERY person is inherently valuable. 
Especially, listen - especially the most vulnerable 
among us. This doctrine, called by its Latin term the 

“imago dei” - has been the REASON for so many 
movements throughout church history. It’s why William 
Wilberforce fought to end the slave trade. Because how 
could you enslave and IMAGE BEARER!? It’s 
ANTITHETICAL to God’s word! It’s why the black church 
was at the center of the civil rights movement. It’s the 
reason the church stayed to care for people during the 
plagues of the Middle Ages when others fled. It’s the 
reason Christians spend so much time and money on 
disaster relief and care for the poor. It’s the reason I get 
texts from deacons saying Hey we are headed out on 
disaster relief because a hurricane hit here, and we 
want to go help. THE WHY - it’s not because its trendy 
virtue signaling. THAT doesn’t last. The bible calls that 
the winds of the day. It’s here today gone tomorrow. No, 
the church runs TOWARDS people in crisis because of 
UNCHANGING UNTRENDING ALWAYS TRUE WORD 
OF GOD.  It’s because of a deeply held belief that 
EVERY PERSON is worthy of dignity, honor, & love & 
respect because they, just like you and me, are created 
in GOD’s image.   
 
 

3. Every person is a person from the moment of 
conception 

 
David says you knit me together in my mother’s womb.  
13 For it was you who created my inward parts;  
you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
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15 My bones were not hidden from you 
when I was made in secret, 
when I was formed in the depths of the earth. 
 
Look at Psalm 51.5 
5 Indeed, I was guilty when I was born; 
I was sinful when my mother conceived me. Psalm 51.5 
 
See this is the thing I need you to hear loud and clear. there is 
never a time when you ARE living but not a person. God did not 
create you with the potential to become in his image one day. 
At the moment he made you, he made you in his image. And 
you know this is NOT, not, a political statement. It’s actually a 
statement both scripture and scientific study agree on. And the 
more we apply honest scientific investigation to pregnancy, the 
more we see scripture and science agree.  
 
 

• Week 6 - Baby's heart is beating between 160 and 180 
times a minute.  

• Week 7 - Cornea, iris, pupil, lens, and retina start 
developing this week. Stomach and esophagus start to 
form. Baby's liver and pancreas are also starting to 
develop this week. 

• Week 8 - Baby’s hands and feet are developing, and 
the neural pathways in her brain start to form. The child 
is constantly moving in the womb. 

 

it’s only a matter of time before we start talking about the 
child’s first days, and first hours, and first minutes.  
You know everything I told you is in the first 12 weeks. What 
some call a trimester. You know why we talk about pregnancy 
in trimesters? Jan 22, 1963, The US supreme court divided up 
pregnancy into trimesters SO that it could legalize abortion for 
those first 12 weeks no questions asked. Saying that the child 
just wasn’t a listen - VIABLE - person. And ya’ll I just have to say 
what scripture & science will say which is that a child in the 
womb is IN the mother’s body, but it is NOT the mother’s body.  
 
Which all means and then I’ll put this excursion aside:  
4. Abortion is the unjust taking of innocent human life.  
 
Now listen, especially sisters who have had an abortion. I’m not 
saying this with any joy nor am I trying to trigger past hurt. But I 
know that’s what could happen and I’m sorry, so sorry, you 
went through that. My belief is that there is freedom and power 
in the truth of God. And you were my first thought this entire 
week. I hope if you’ve been carrying that you will give it to God 
today. And if you already have, I hope you will be renewed in 
his love for you. That’s my hope.  
And to get there we must be clear. because the prevailing 
culture is trying to do an absolutely wild tightrope walk in this to 
get you and I to think this is Something it isn’t.  
 
Here’s what’s happening. Pop culture is trying to remove God, 
specifically the Christian God but really all God, from public life. 
Right now, it’s in the category of silly heritage. But that’s just a 
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stage. The goal: don’t bring your religion into the public 
conversation. BUT at the same time the prevailing culture is 
really trying to value people. BE YOU! But the problem is…if you 
take God out of the equation…you begin to base someone’s 
value not on their inherent worth but on their capacity. That 
person brings good into the world! That’s why they are 
valuable. Huge problem there right.  
Ex: Air Jordan 1s signed by MJ. 
 
This capacity-based value was at the heart of the eugenics 
movement in America 100 years ago. A woman named Margret 
Sanger believed black and brown people should be sterilized 
because they are less desirable. In her eyes they didn’t bring 
enough good into the world to justify their existence. So, she 
started an organization called Planned Parenthood to put her 
beliefs into practice. And there would be no reason to stop with 
children in the womb. If value is connected to capacity, not only 
are children in the womb not valuable…children up to a certain 
age aren’t valuable. No people with Down syndrome or special 
needs are valuable. No elderly people are valuable. And that’s 
not me saying things for effect. That’s me telling you what the 
chair of the Princeton ethics department - peter singer - 
believes & teaches. He has been saying this for years. There 
should be no reason you can’t kill your 1 yr old or your retired 
grandma. And people recoil at that and I’m asking why? 
 
On New Year’s Day this year a woman gave birth in an airplane 
bathroom and tossed the baby in the trash and went back to 
her seat. And if you gasp at that - WHY? If she got off the plane 

and went to an abortion clinic where the child would be 
gruesomely torn apart limb from limb - she wouldn’t be 
convicted of a crime, she’d be celebrated by secular culture for 
doing what’s best for her body.  
 
But this is what makes the gospel of God’s love so powerful 
and absolutely urgent. So, let’s talk about people. Part 2. 
 
 
See what the gospel says is that child, AND that mother, are 
made in God’s image and beloved of God. That child deserves 
dignity and so does that mother. That child and that mother 
deserve life and respect and hope and the same message that 
says let’s protect that child also says let’s protect and serve and 
help that mother. Let’s not point and shame her, let’s RUN TO 
HER WITH EVERYTHING WE HAVE like Christ ran to us.  
 
See if we, the church, really know Christ - we would never 
make people who’ve had an abortion feel condemned by us.  
 
 9 With the tongue we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we 
curse people who are made in God’s likeness. -- James 3:9  
 
No, we would say hey FELLOW IMAGE BEARER - FELLOW 
SINNER - Here is a home for you for people like us. Here is new 
life for you in the grace of Christ. Jesus said come to me all 
who are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you rest. If 
you’ve had an abortion, or maybe you are the guy who 
encouraged it or who stood by tacitly, man I imagine no matter 
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how long ago that was you are experiencing a lot of hard 
emotion right now. Trauma & Grief man its awful. But please 
hear this: God loves you. You have NOT disqualified yourself 
from grace. Not at all!  
 
There’s this parable Jesus tells in Matthew 21 - 2 sons the 
father gave a command to. First son said “NO” and went and 
did his own thing…but then later had a change of heart and did 
the father’s bidding. Second son said “YES” but then never 
actually went and did it. Jesus says - which one of these did the 
father’s bidding? They said the first. He said exactly. And here 
is why we all need God’s grace. 
 
Some of you said no to God and now he is changing your heart. 
And the point of the parable is that you can always come home! 
The thing you need now - God’s grace - IS AVAILABLE TO 
YOU. And the thing some who’ve paid lip service to God but 
NOT obeyed him in your life - You need his grace too! And the 
answer to the one who ran away AND to the one who PLAYED 
the church game - IS TO RECEIVE THE FORGIVENESS OF 
CHRIST TODAY! 
 
Verse 24 of Psalm 139 says lead me in the everlasting way. 
 
Jesus says in John 14.6 
 
6 Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the father except through me.  -- John 14:6  
 

Early Christianity was called “the way” for this very reason. The 
way to everlasting life is receiving the forgiveness of Christ and 
walking in the new life he offers you.  
 
And let me offer some action steps to close and then we are, as 
a way to reinforce the HOPE of the gospel, we are going to 
take communion together. Receiving again GRACE. Letting our 
hearts be comforted again by GRACE.  
 
One action step for all of us is prayer. Man, we gotta pray for 
our community. We gotta be a people that cry out for God’s 
power to go to work in our community. I think we often don’t 
see change out there because we aren’t desperate for him in 
here. We gotta pray for women who’ve found out they are 
pregnant. Pray these daughters of God would hear of the 
father’s love and their hearts would be comforted and they 
would choose him & his way. Pray for men who will be right 
there in that too. They would be courageous and choose life. 
 
We need to pray and consider sacrificing some of our time, 
talent, and treasure to our partner organizations here in 
Charlotte. Congregations for Kids, Christian Adoption 
Services, and the Pregnancy Resource Center of Charlotte. 
Part of your tithe is going to these ministries and others. 
 
Some families are going to need to consider, like really 
consider, stepping into adoption or foster care. And we are 
going to need to have the compassion to serve women, 
oftentimes very young women, and say you keep that child, 
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and we will help you! We will walk with you in this. Get you 
bottles and diapers, and we’ll throw showers and birthday 
parties, we’ll help with school, we’ll come over so you can take 
a nap. If we aren’t willing to say all that then we don’t 
understand this is a gospel issue about human dignity FOR ALL 
and we need to keep our mouths shut. We can’t say abortion is 
wrong…good luck. That’s not the everlasting way of Christ.  
 
Instead, we engage. We foster, we adopt, we support, we buy 
soccer cleats & clarinets, we mentor and one day we throw a 
high school graduation party and cry on each other’s shoulders 
as they drive off into adulthood. And we grow old and gray and 
a little crazy giving our best to children & their parents who 
could never repay us because that’s exactly what God did for 
us.  
 
Let our love validate this gospel we preach. Be worthy of this 
gospel we preach. We’ll mess up man. We will. But as you 
leave here, I pray you leave with clarity, courage, and 
compassion. Or maybe as Corinthians says it. Faith, Hope, and 
love. And the greatest of these is love.  
 
GOING TO FINISH IN RESPONSE: 
 
PRAYER, COMMUNION, SING, THEN CLOSING PRAYER TIME 
FOR ALL WHO NEED IT. HOWEVER YOU’VE BEEN IMPACTED.  
 
Can also reach out to me: pastorspence@mercycharlotte.com 

and we’ll get you connected with someone who can pray with 
you and walk with you.  
 
PRAY. 


