
 

COMMUNITY GROUP GUIDE 

1 CORINTHIANS 5:1-6:11 

 

This study guide is to help individuals and groups learn and apply the truths of Scripture 
to where you are in life right now. To get the most from this study guide, work through it 
on your own before gathering with your community group. 
 
For commentary on the passage, see end of guide.  
 

 
REFLECTION 
 
1) What was the one big idea that you took away from the message on 1 Corinthians 5? 
 
2) Were there any questions you walked away with? 
 
3) Have you ever been a part of a church where you saw church discipline in action? Was that 

a positive or negative experience for you to see and why? 
 

 
BIBLE STUDY 
The following questions will help you work through a biblical understanding of church 
discipline. 
 
4) Read Hebrews 3.12-14 

1. What is the function of other brothers and sisters in your walk with God? 
 
 
 
2. What makes it hard for us to get to the place in friendships where we can receive the 

"exhorting" the author of Hebrews says we need? 
 
 
5) Read Matthew 18.15-17 

1. When a fellow church member hurts us Christ tells us to go to them so that we might 
be reconciled to our brother or sister. Why is this step, that is so simple to 

 



 

understand, so hard to practice? 
 

 
2. Under what circumstances should a church "treat someone as an unbeliever?" 
 
 

 
6) Read 1 Corinthians 5.1-8 
 

1. (v 5) What is the outcome Paul hopes for by removing someone in open, 
unrepentant sin from the church? 

 
 
2. Why is it important to the health of the church to not affirm/allow someone in open, 

unrepentant sin to remain in good standing in the church? 
 
 
3. How does this resonate with you? What concerns does it bring up in your heart and 

mind? 
 

 
7) Read 1 Corinthians 5.9-12 

1. How do Paul's words here help us understand the way Christians are to interact with 
non-christians in our community? 

 
 
2. What are your big takeaways from this chapter and from this discussion? 

 
 

 

 

 

PRAYER 

Prayer is an essential component of your life as a follower of Christ, and an integral part of any 

healthy church body. As we pray toward Easter as a church, we have a great opportunity to 

continue praying through our prayer guide from Community Group Sunday.  

 

1)      Fight to be in awe of Jesus (Psalm 119:18) 



 

2)      Help me to be gritty in obedience (John 15:11) 

3)      Help me live out everyday evangelism (Psalm 126:5-6) 

4)      Help me to be fervent in prayer (2 Chronicles 7:14-15)  

 
COMMENTARY  
 

The church is God’s Temple (1 Cor. 3:16), called to be distinct from the world and holy, 
and through that to be attractive to watching unbelievers. Through the gospel, the church is 
called out by God and called to be distinct and a shining witness in their lives together to the 
glory of God (1 Cor. 1:2). In 1-4, Paul, has addressed how the Corinthians have neglected this 
calling in that they have been just like the world in their divisions, their exaltation of worldly 
wisdom and their partisan attitudes to church leaders. Having applied the gospel lens to these 
issues, Paul now tackles how the Corinthian church is becoming just like the world in its 
attitudes to sex, settling disputes, marriage and singleness (1 Cor. 5-7).  

First, Paul tackles the scandalous sexual sin of a man sleeping with his stepmother. This 
problem is made worse in that the church does nothing about it and some even boast about it! 
(1 Cor. 5:1-2). The only solution is that the church as a whole must exercise discipline and put 
the person out of the church fellowship. Only then will the person possibly be awakened to the 
seriousness of their sin and repent (1 Cor. 5:3-4). If this is not done, this one person, as leaven 
with bread, will affect everyone and a tolerance for sin will spread throughout the church. The 
gospel though calls and empowers the church to be holy, through Christ’s sacrifice (1 Cor. 
5:6-8). Paul, however, is not calling the church to ‘holy huddle’, to separate themselves from 
every sinner around them, since they are called to witness to unbelievers. Yet in their own 
fellowship as believers, they are called to be distinctly holy and thus must discipline people 
calling themselves Christians, while living in persistent unrepentant sin (1 Cor. 5:9-13).  

Secondly, Paul reprimands believers in the church for bringing conflicts they have with 
each other to secular courts. It disgraces the witness of the church since it shows that the 
church is just like the world and needs it to help them. They also have forgotten that because of 
the gospel, they will reign with Christ and judge the world. Given their future destiny and their 
current wisdom in God’s Word, cases between themselves should be easily handled (1 Cor. 
6:1-8). Nonetheless, if there are any truly worthy of judgement, God will judge these 
unbelievers. However, Christians have been saved, justified and made holy by God so 
Christians should not sue or bear grudges against other believers for present or past sins (1 
Cor. 6:9-10).  The challenge today for us, is how alike to the Corinthian church we can be in 
imbibing worldly attitudes to sexual sin, tolerance and settling disputes among ourselves and 
how the gospel can correct these. This propels us to be radically distinct from the world, yet 
attractive to them in our witness.  
 
 


