
 

COMMUNITY GROUP GUIDE 

1 CORINTHIANS 3:1-23 

 

 

INTRODUCTION  

This study guide is to help individuals and groups learn and apply the truths of Scripture 

to where you are in life right now. To get the most from this study guide, work through it on your 

own before gathering with your community group. 

 
In 1 Corinthians 3, Paul addresses the growing problem that the church at Corinth appears to be 
full of Christians living like they are not Christians. He addresses the climate of the church 
through the terms infant (vs. 2) and merely human (vs. 4). These terms tell us that while the 
church identified as believers, their actions showed something different. They were unengaged 
with their mission and focused on their own interests. Paul exhorts them to move past the infant 
stages of their relationship with God and calls them to live in the power given to them through 
the Holy Spirit for the purpose of proclaiming Christ.  
 
In light of this calling, Paul then identifies expectations of both church leaders and the church as 
a whole. While many in the church continued to choose a specific teacher or leader, Paul 
reminds them that only Christ is worthy of their praise. He goes on to undermine the lie that any 
specific leader or other foundation can sustain the church. Finally, he concludes by calling out 
foolish thinking within the church and gives a correct teaching on Godly wisdom.  

 
The entire chapter ties together with Paul’s exhortation throughout 1 Corinthians to live like a 
new creation in Christ. We are not merely human, but rather transformed ambassadors of the 
gospel message. In Christ, we have great power to proclaim the gospel message. We cannot 
remain on the sidelines in division. Instead, in the unity of Christ, we must be engaged 
messengers who seek to make much of Him.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

REFLECTION 

 

1) What are some foundations we seek to build our lives on?  

 
 

BIBLE STUDY 

The following questions will help you work through the passage. 

 
Read 1 Corinthians 3:1-4 

2) How does the text describe the behavior and lifestyle of the church at Corinth?  

 

3) What does the phrase “merely human” mean? 

 

4) Based on Paul’s rebuke, what are the believers in Corinth missing?  

 

5) How have you seen the same type of behavior and attitude present in your own life?  

 

Read 1 Corinthians 3:5-9 

6) How does Paul’s explanation show us the role of God, leaders, and the church?  

 



 

7) How does Paul’s explanation help you in understanding your role within the church? 

 

Read 1 Corinthians 3:10-15 

8) How does the passage expose the faults of building life on the wrong foundation?  

 

9) How does the gospel show us a better foundation for our lives?  

 

Read 1 Corinthians 3:16-17 

10) According to verses 16-17, what is the temple? 

 

11) How does the truth that, in Christ, we are the temple of God draw us together as the 

church?  

 

Read 1 Corinthians 3:18-23  

12) How would you summarize the biblical view of wisdom from this section?  

 



 

13)  With a correct understanding of wisdom, how do we see that God calls us to be 

much more than “merely human?” 

 

14) How does this new understanding encourage us to proclaim the gospel?  

 

PRAYER 

Prayer is an essential component of your life as a follower of Christ, and an integral part of any 

healthy church body. As we pray toward Easter as a church, we have a great opportunity to 

continue praying through our prayer guide from Community Group Sunday.  

 

1)      Fight to be in awe of Jesus (Psalm 119:18) 

2)      Help me to be gritty in obedience (John 15:11) 

3)      Help me live out everyday evangelism (Psalm 126:5-6) 

4)      Help me to be fervent in prayer (2 Chronicles 7:14-15)  


