
COMMUNITY GROUP LEADER GUIDE 

Grow: John 13 - 17, Part 3

LEADER REMINDERS:
Since May 1, we’ve seen over 100 First Time Guests come to one of our worship gatherings! 
While we are celebrating this season where we are reaching more people, we also want to help 
these new people find a place to connect here to Mercy Church. As we say all the time, the 
church is a family, not an audience! For this reason we are hosting one summer starting point 
on July 24th immediately following the worship service. We provide lunch & childcare, and give 
them an orientation to life here at Mercy Church. This is a very important next step for weekend 
audience members to step out of the crowd and into life here at Mercy.  I hope you will join me 
in challenging those in your group who have not been year to join us that day. You are welcome 
to use the “come with me” line and we’ll cover your lunch too!

RSVP at mercycharlotte.com/startingpoint.

 
INTRODUCTION
The Big Idea: The Holy Spirit brings us peace with God and purpose for our lives. 

As we continue in John 14:12-31, we learn about the “helper” Jesus will give to his 
disciples when He ascends to be with the Father. In this remarkable section, Jesus tells 
his disciples he will send the Holy Spirit to bring peace, guidance, and purpose into their 
lives. Jesus even proclaims that is better for his disciples to receive the Holy Spirit, than 
for Him to remain with them on earth. But what does the Holy Spirit do? Many of us 
know God provided Christ to be a living sacrifice for all people. He also provides the 
Holy Spirit to guide the believer to know His own heart and will. 

As a church, we will look at Jesus’ instruction on the Holy Spirit and encourage one 
another to walk faithfully in the peace and purpose provided by the Spirit. 
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BIBLE STUDY 
LEADER NOTES: The following questions will help you work through the passage(s). Have 
someone read the passage(s) aloud, dividing among two or three people if needed. If there is a 
good, fruitful conversation going, you do not have to cut it off to get back to the questions.

Scripture: Read John 14:12-31

Getting Started 

1. Did you grow up with any kind of understanding of the “Holy Spirit?” What do you 
think of when you hear that term?
a. Answers will vary by group:
b. some people may have a relational answer (helper, counselor, friend)
c. Some may view the spirit as a distant being that watches over
d. Use this question as a way to gain understanding about your group  

 
 

2. Did anything stand out to you from the sermon that helps you understand the role of 
the Holy Spirit in your life? 

 
 
 
Investigation 

3. According to this passage, what is the Holy Spirit?
a. Helper (16)
b. Spirit of Truth (16)
c. A guide (16,17)
d. The presence of God (18)
e. Our teacher
f. Provider of peace (27)
g. Help us understand God’s plan and purpose
h. Accomplish God’s purposes  

 
 

4. Jesus repeats the phrase “if you love me you will keep my commands.” What is the 
difference between love-motivated obedience and fear-motivated obedience? 
 
 
 
 
 

�2 � mercycharlotte.com

http://mercycharlotte.com


5. How is our obedience to Jesus’ commands tied to the work of the Holy Spirit in our 
lives?
a. “Do as the Father Has commanded.” (31), Jesus said this was his purpose 
b. God gives us instruction to remember his commands, and power to follow them, 

all through the Holy Spirit.  
c. The spirit also gives peace to Gold’s people. The work of the Spirit is to remind 

us that God has already accomplished everything necessary for us to know Him. 
In the Spirit, He gives us counsel for everything in life. 

 
 

6. How, through the Holy Spirit, are we capable of doing “greater works” than even 
Christ? 
a. Works are greater in scope because they occur all over the earth. 
b. These “works” also focus on salvation now that Christ has provided the Holy 

Spirit. More people got saved the first time Peter preached than in all of Christ’s 
time on earth. “greater” in this sense, is referring to the next phase in redemptive 
history. Where God will save many through the work of the Spirit enlightening 
hearts to believe in the saving work of Christ.

c. God accomplishes his purposes around the world through the Spirit 
d. People don’t have to walk around with Jesus physically, God gives the Spirit for 

all believers to know his plan and purpose  
 
 

7. “Being led by the Spirit” can seem mystical to many. How can you know if you are 
actually following the Spirit in any given decision or interaction?
a. The Spirit never acts contradictor to God’s word. He reminds you of it and applies 

it to your life. The best way to know if the Spirit is calling you to do something is 
to be deeply familiar with God’s word. 

b. The Spirit’s work can also be affirmed through other believers. So when we 
sense the Spirit leading us in a certain direction, we are wise to invite the counsel 
of other believers

c. Lastly, we can’t fully know. So we approach life with humility and are slow to say 
things like “God told me to do ______” but are open to giving and receiving 
encouragement from God (as it aligns to God’s word) as we sense the Spirit 
leading us to give and receive. 
 
 

8. What ways have you experienced the Spirit-led life?  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9. How do Jesus’ words, about the Holy Spirit, comfort us as believers?
a. The Spirit is with us in the midst of our success and struggle. Even the men who 

followed Jesus on earth couldn’t understand exactly what happened.
b. We have access to the same Holy Spirit, who helps us understand and shows us 

God’s purpose. 
c. When equipped with the Holy Spirit we can know God intimately and understand 

what he has called us to do for his glory.   
 
 

10.According to vs. 28, the disciples struggled to fully understand Jesus’ teaching about 
the future and the Holy Spirit. How does their struggle encourage us? 
a. These were the man God used to build his church among the nations 
b. They were the leaders and pastors that took the Gospel around the world.
c. God wants to use us in the same way
d. He has given us the same Spirit to guide us in His will and purpose
e. Even though they did not understand at this point, God had great purpose for 

their lives 
 
 

Application

11. How can you become more familiar with the Holy Spirit? 
 
 

12.Spend some time this week with a trusted believer. Ask them about the Spirit’s role 
in their walk. Share with them some ways the Spirit is leading you.  
 
 

 
PRAYER  
Prayer is an essential component of your life as a follower of Christ, and an integral part 
of any healthy church body. Divide up into groups of 2-3 people and use the following 
points to guide you through a time of prayer together. 

Colossians 1:9-14: “And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, 
asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and 
understanding, so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to 
him, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God. May you 
be strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance and 
patience with joy, giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the 
inheritance of the saints in light. He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and 
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transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins.”

Colossians 1:9-14 reminds us of all God has given us in his Son, our perfect 
sacrifice, and the Holy Spirit to bring us to Himself. Use these verses to guide in 
your prayer time. 

Prayer Points:

1.  Thank God for providing and qualifying us to be a part of his inheritance

2.  Pray for Spirit-led interactions with others in evangelism and service

3.  Pray for a Spirit filled Gospel awakening in Charlotte 
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