
COMMUNITY GROUP LEADER GUIDE 

Mirrors: The Book of James - Part 3
Show No Partiality
LEADER REMINDERS: 

• Starting Point is Saturday, April 30 @ 5pm at the Levine Center. Childcare 
will be available. RSVP at mercycharlotte.com/startingpoint

INTRODUCTION 
LEADER NOTES: This is simply a guide to help discussion about the Scripture that was 
preached over the weekend. You are not bound to it. Ultimately our hope is that God in His 
infinite grace would transform our heart to look more like Jesus and fall more in love with 
Jesus. We should always be in prayer that God would do this every time we meet as a 
community. So if God redirects your group’s time away from the Community Group Guide that 
is great. Please do not abandon a fruitful conversation for the sake of getting all the questions 
answered. 

This weekend we studied a passage in James on partiality. James specifically 
addresses showing partiality to the rich over the poor. This is directly going against 
God’s command to love your neighbor as yourself. One of the implications of Jesus’ 
death on the cross is that we have been made a new family in Christ. When we show 
partiality, we are looking at this new family with the world’s eyes and not God’s.
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OPENING QUESTIONS  
LEADER NOTES: These questions are here to help your group get their minds re-engaged 
with the passage and teaching points from the weekend message. Think of this as “priming 
the pump” for a more interactive discussion in your time together. Don't feel the need to 
answer all of these. 

1. What stood out to you in this week’s sermon?

2. Was there anything that you heard that you had never heard before?

3. When you think of the word “faith” what comes to mind?  
 

INVESTIGATING SCRIPTURE  
LEADER NOTES: The following questions will help you work through the passage(s). Have 
someone read the passage(s) aloud, dividing among two or three people if needed. If there is 
a good, fruitful conversation going, you do not have to cut it off to get back to the questions.

A good way to study the Bible is by using three steps: Observation, Interpretation, and 
Application. We want to observe the passage first to get an idea of what is happening. 
Then we interpret the meaning of the passage so that we can apply it to our lives. The 
following questions will follow this pattern as we look through this Biblical passage. 

Scripture: Read James 2:1-13

Observation

1. In James 2:1-7, how are these Christians showing partiality?

a. They are getting the poor people out of the way and giving the rich all of 
their attention, good places to sit, etc. 

2. How does James describe the rich and the poor in this passage?

a. The poor are rich in faith and heirs to the Kingdom of God.

b. The rich oppress, drag people into court, and blaspheme. 

�2 � mercycharlotte.com

http://mercycharlotte.com


Interpretation

1. Why is showing partiality wrong in God’s eyes?

a. Jesus died for everyone, not just one type of person. 

b. Particularly as it relates to the poor, God chose the poor “in the world” to be 
rich “in faith” and to inherit the kingdom of God. 

c. He has commanded us to love our neighbor as ourselves. Partiality violates 
this command.

2. What is James trying to get his audience to see when he says that “God has 
chosen the poor to be rich in faith?” 

a. God’s Kingdom does not look like the world. Those who the world would 
deem worthless, like the poor, are exalted in the Kingdom of God. James 
wants his church to see with God’s eyes and not the worlds. 

3. How does a right view of God eliminate our desire to show partiality?

a. When you see how magnificent Jesus is, how much more glorious he is, 
you won't be swayed by the best that the world has to offer. 

Application

1. What are some areas of your life where you show partiality?

2. What are some practical steps you can take to try and eliminate partiality in 
your life?  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PRAYER  
LEADER NOTES: The following is designed simply as an outline for you to use in your group 
prayer time. Feel free to make this your own and adjust it to fit your group.

Prayer is an essential component of your life as a follower of Christ, and an integral 
part of any healthy church body. Divide up into groups of 2-3 people and use the 
following points to guide you through a time of prayer together.

Psalm 95:6-7 - Oh come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel before the 
Lord, our Maker! For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, and the 
sheep of his hand.

Jesus has redeemed us into a new family. One day when Jesus returns we will spend 
eternity with this family worshipping our King. Today we get a taste of what that day 
will be like when we gather with other Christian brothers and sisters.

1. Pray and thank God that He has redeemed us into a church family.

2. Pray for God to reveal and uproot any partiality in your heart.

3. Pray for Mercy Church to continue to grow in unity.
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