COMMUNITY GROUP GUIDE

Mirrors: The Book of James 100% Pure Religion
INTRODUCTION
This week we looked at how the implanted Word of God in our hearts can bring good
fruit.
• It gives us humility to battle against our pride.
• It shows us how we can grow into the image of Christ that God is calling us
towards.
For Christians, the implanted Word of God is as necessary as our food. In this study
guide we will examine further how God’s word changes our lives.

STUDY AND DISCUSSION
1. If you had to boil this weekends sermon down to one point, what would it be?
2. Was there anything from the sermon that you had not heard before?
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INVESTIGATING SCRIPTURE
A good way to study the Bible is by using three steps: Observation, Interpretation, and
Application. We want to observe the passage first to get an idea of what is happening.
Then we interpret the meaning of the passage so that we can apply it to our lives. The
following questions will follow this pattern as we look through this Biblical passage.
Scripture: Read James 1:19 - 27
Observation
1. List at least 3 (there are likely more) key themes James addresses in this
passage.

2. What common thought unites these themes?

Interpretation
1. How does being quick to listen and slow to speak, relate to anger?

2. How does looking into the “mirror” of God’s word produce good works in our
lives?

3. If we are hearers of the Word only, how do we deceive ourselves?

4. Why does James call the law the “law of liberty?”

5. How does someone’s tongue reveal if their religion is true or false?
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Application
1. What is one area of your life where you find it hardest to be a doer of the Word
and not just a hearer?

2. What can you try this week in order to be a “doer” in that area?

James Homework: Read all of James over the course of next week.
Option #1 - Read through the entire book of James in one sitting.
Option #2 - Read one chapter of James each day:
•
•
•
•
•

Monday - James 1
Tuesday - James 2
Wednesday - James 3
Thursday - James 4
Friday - James 5

Since we want to be people who are continually reading and meditation in the Word of
God, we have included some Bible reading plan resources for you. This will help you
grow in the discipline of reading God’s written Word.
•

Beginner - Read through the New Testament in a Year

•

Next Level - Read through the Bible in a Year

PRAYER
Prayer is an essential component of your life as a follower of Christ, and an integral
part of any healthy church body. Divide up into groups of 2-3 people and use the
following points to guide you through a time of prayer together.
Psalm 1:1-3 - “Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor
stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; but his delight is in the
law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and night. He is like a tree
planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not
wither. In all that he does, he prospers.”

3

mercycharlotte.com

This Psalm shows us that when our delight is in the Lord and when we are meditating
on His Word, we will bear much fruit. It is from God and His Word that we draw our
strength for our lives. It is only in Him that we can find life. With this hope in mind pray
for:
1. God to give our people a greater desire for His Word.
2. Our hearts to be continually transformed by God into the character of Christ.
Above all, that we would desire to glorify God and make His name known in the
world.
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